[Antiretroviral treatment associated life-threatening adverse events].
The primary goal of the highly active antiretroviral treatment is to improve HIV-infected patient immune function through maintaining viral suppression. However, this treatment may lead to adverse events, some of them potentially serious. This article emphasizes on the antiretroviral therapy associated adverse events and their management recommendations, especially for serious or potentially life-threatening cases. Adverse events analyzed in this article include side effects derived from mitochondrial toxicity, abacavir hypersensitivity reaction, hepatotoxicity, skin rash and Stevens-Johnson syndrome, increased bleeding episodes in hemophilic patients and nephrotoxicity. In some cases, a high suspicion is needed because the onset symptoms may be unspecific.